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SUBJECT: US/BULGARIAN MARITIME TALKS 

REF: STATE I446I7 AND PREVIOUS 

1. U.S. AND BULGARIAN REPRESENTATIVES MET IN LONDON 
JUNE 15 AND 16. THE U.S. DELEGATION CONSISTED OE 
RICHARD K. BANK, DIRECTOR, OFEICE OF MARITIME AFEAIRS, 

DEPARTMENT OE STATE; JUDITH H. BELLO, OEEICE OE THE 
LEGAL ADVISER, DEPARTMENT OE STATE; H. CLAY BLACK, 

SHIPPING ATTACHE, U.S. EMBASSY, LONDON; AND RICHARD 
GAGE, EOREIGN MARITIME REPRESENTATIVE, LONDON, MARI- 
TIME ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OE COMMERCE. THE 
TALKS, HELD AT THE U.S. EMBASSY, WERE SUCCESSEUL. 

THE BULGARIANS WERE EXTREMELY CORDIAL, WORKMANLIKE, 

AND COOPERATIVE. AN ELEVEN ARTICLE U.S. DRAET AND 
A TWENTY-ONE ARTICLE BULGARIAN DRAET MARITIME AGREE- 
MENT WERE REVIEWED AND BOTH SIDES HAD LITTLE DIEEI- 
CULTY IN AGREEING AD REFERENDUM UPON THE U.S. DRAFT 
ARTICLES WITH MINOR CHANGES AND ADDITIONS. NEITHER 
SIDE MENTIONED SHARES OE CARGO OR SHARES OF TRADE. 
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2. IT QUICKLY EMERGED THAT THE MAJOR DESIRE OE THE 
BULGARIANS WAS A REDUCTION OE PORT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
EOR ITS VESSELS CALLING AT U.S. PORTS ALTHOUGH SPECIEICS, 
OTHER THAN A FOUR-DAY NOTICE SYSTEM SET EORTH IN THEIR 
DRAET AGREEMENT, WERE NEITHER PRESSED NOR MENTIONED. 
AETER AN EXPLANATION BY THE USDEL OE THE CURRENT 
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PORT ENTRY STATUS OF EASTERN EUROPEAN FT EFTS, THE 
BULGARIANS SIMPLY REQUESTED THAT THE U.S. GIVE SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION TO CHANGES IN THE REQUIREMENTS. THEY 
HAVE REQUESTED THAT WE REPLY IN OCTOBER (SEE PARA 4 
BELOW). 

3. BOTH SIDES REVIEWED THE STATUS AND NATURE OE OUR 
OVERALL BILATERAL SHIPPING AND TRADE, AND THE U.S. 

SIDE SUBTLY REVIEWED THE ROLE PLAYED BY BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO THE U.N. YANKOV IN THE INITIATION 
AND DESIRED SUCCESS OE THESE TALKS. 

4. AS ALSO DISCUSSED BETWEEN DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY HORMATS, EB/MA DIRECTOR BANK, AND BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR GRIGOROV IN WASHINGTON, BOTH SIDES AT THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE TALKS AGREED TO HOLD FURTHER DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN VARNA, BULGARIA DURING THE WEEK OF 
OCTOBER 2, 1978. 

5. AT THE REQUEST OF THE BULGARIANS, AN "AGREED 
MINUTE", INCORPORATING A SUMMARY SIMILAR TO THAT SET 
FORTH ABOVE, THE AGREED ARTICLES, AND THE DELEGATION 
LISTS, WAS SIGNED BY THE HEADS OF DELEGATION. COPIES 
WILL BE POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT (EB/MA) AND TO AMEMBASSY 
SOEIA. 
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